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VIANNEY SERVICE GROUP RECEIVES COMMENDATION IN NEW ORLEANS FROM MAYOR
NAGIN

April 20, 2008—Last spring, a group of St. John Vianney High School students were
among the first feenagers to enter New Orleans to help clean up the lingering effects of
Hurricane Katrina. This year, they were joined by many other St. Louis teens in the
clean-up mission, but the 17 Vianney students traveling and working together received
something unique: a framed proclamation from Mayor C. Ray Nagin commending
them for aiding the New Orleans restoration efforts.

Their story and commendation deserves mention in area media outlets, given
their selfless service and the continued interest in the plight of those living in New
Orleans.

Banding together for a Holy Week hiatus to the Big Easy, the 17 Vianney student
volunteers drove in two vans (and one car) with five adult chaperones (two teachers
and three parents of participating students) to a base of operations at Camp Restore in
St. Bernard Parish, run by the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. The Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod is located next door to Vianney, hence the natural collaboration.

Once settled info Camp Restore, a school-like facility in the remote, still largely
vacated suburbs, the Vianney group rehabbed homes and buildings. They provided
hands-on help with drywalling, taping, door and window hanging and other services.
“These kids worked hard--eight hours of manual labor each day--unlike some groups
that volunteer a while and call it quits,” said Teacher Nate Stein, one of the frip's
moderators. At night, they’'d explore the French Quarter and savor Cajun cuisine.

Co-moderator Gene Gladstone, the school’s technology director, said a city
dump truck operator made a point of stopping to commend the hardworking boys for
aiding the downtrodden city. “We left staggered by the number of vacant lots and
missing homes in the suburban areas. The situation opened up lots of questions,






